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From the Desk of the Editor

Rtn. Sumi Chaudhury
Editor

Rotary Year 2022-23 has certainly
begun on a historic note with the first
ever lady taking on the erstwhile
position of the Rotary International
President. Congratulations to Jennifer
Jones and more power to women
around the world!

RC of Cal Avyanna looks forward to an
action-packed year and a host of
inspired projects spurred by the year's
theme "Imagine Rotary", led by our new
Club President, Rtn Sheela Janakiram.

The months of July-August-September
2022 have already seen the Club on a
roll. From Health Webinars to Mega
Mangrove Plantations to facilitating
mobility for Polio Victims, Vaccinating
Girls to safeguard them against the
dreaded Cervical Cancer, to fixing
leaking taps saving gallons of water, to
inspiring young children in the Sunder-
bans in nurturing more plants, and
empowering young girls in rural bengal
through Menstrual Hygiene Camps...
the Club projects have been impactful
and effective!

May more communities thrive and
more hearts smile as we continue to
deliver "Service above Self".

Follow us in action here as well as
on Facebook and Instagram, as we
take on newer projects.

Happy reading!

>
Message from RI President
Rtn. Jennifer Jones
Rl President 2022-23

Recently, Nick and | spent time in
Guatemala, where we met wonderful
fellow Rotary members and families
who unofficially adopted me as “Tia
Jennifer.” On the third day, after visiting
Patzin in the mountainous western
highlands, we set out for Lake Atitlan,
which we needed to reach by nightfall.

If we took a back road we could get
there faster. Locals told us it had just
been repaved and assured us, “You'll
have no problem.”

At first, it was a breeze. We wound
through misty-green coffee and corn
fields covering the hillside like a
patchwork quilt. But at a river crossing,
we found a bridge washed away.

The only way to continue would be to
ford the river in our small bus. There
were a few tense moments, but we
decided to give it a try and, thankfully,
we made it across safely.

This adventure reminds me of two
important truths in Rotary. One, we rely
on local, on-the-ground expertise to do
what we do best. And two, sometimes
you have to take uncomfortable
chances to reach important goals.

Every day, | am honored to learn from
our Rotary family. Every lesson is an
opportunity to grow, and each story
adds a chapter to our collective
Imagine Rotary year.

Message from
Rtn. Sheela Janakiram
President 2022-23

| am indeed honored to be the
6th President of this very energetic and
vibrant all-women Rotary Club.

2022-23 is indeed a very special year for
us as we have Rtn Jennifer Jones, the
first woman to hold office as Rotary
International President in 115 years!!
She has given us an amazing theme
'IMAGINE ROTARY', which is so expan-
sive and motivating.

Together with all our dynamic Club
Members, i look forward to an eventful
journey ahead, keeping our focus on
Empowerment of Women/Girl Child,
Membership Growth and Public Image.

| have full faith that our Club will
implement meaningful and sustainable
projects.

'Service above Self', Rotary's maxim, is
something I firmly  endorse.
We need to dream big and work
towards making it happen.

| take this opportunity to thank
Immediate Past President Rtn Apala
Datta and Secretary Rtn Chandreyi
Mitra, for ably steering the Club to great
heights with their broad vision and
hard work.

I look forward to a great Rotary year!
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Installation
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3rd July 2022 | THE PARK, Kol

On 3rd July 2022, Rotary Club of Calcutta
Avyanna held their 6th Club Installation
Ceremony at The Park, Kolkata, amidst
great excitement and appreciation from
the audience. The event was graced by
Guest of Hon, DG Rtn Ajay Law, along
with several dignitaries and guests from
District 3291 as IPP Rtn Apala Datta
passed on the baton to President
Rtn Sheela Janakiram.

Rotary

Club of Calcutta Avyanna
District 3291

The high point of the event was the
launch of Project Horseshoe - an exclusive
brand of footwear draped in silks, created
and curated by PadmaShri Usha Uthup.

Rotary Club of Calcutta Avyanna is proud
to support Usha di in this project in
promoting these shoes, to improve the
quality of life of the community of
cobblers, in the true spirit of Rotary!
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6th Installation
Highlights
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The day’s highlights included a soul-stir-
ring elocution by member Rotary 6% hinziee Ribiry

Rtn Chandrima Das followed by a S — s
melodious song by Rtn Debapriya
Mukherjee accompanied by a graceful solo
Dance recital by Rtn Dia Bose Sengupta.

Rotary ::0:- Ianci

The morning was made truly memorable
with Usha di singing Live and dancers and
Club members performing to her popular
Bollywood hits. Interstingly every dancer
danced wearing the wonderful pairs of
footwear from Horseshoe!

WALK THE TALK

Rotary
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Community Economic
Development

Stepping In with
FICCI to Step-up
Livelihoods

Rotary Club of Calcutta Avyanna was a
proud participant in the mega KHAADI -
THE THREAD OF SWARAAJ event! held
on 6 July 2022.

Club President, Rtn Sheela Janakiram,
delivered a convincing speech on the
worth and value of Community Service,
during a Panel discussion at the event.

The event also provided a fabulous
platform for promoting brand HORSESHOE
- created by Usha Uthup and being
promoted by RC of Cal Avyanna to help the
cobbler community. The shoes sold out in
no time... Models walked the ramp in the
funky footwear and several guests and
celebrities thronged to pick up the pairs!

The impactful event was presented by
FICCI Flo Kolkata Chapter and curated by
our very own Avyanna Member,
Rtn Vayjayanti Saharia Pugalia of Sonalis
Cubo!
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Disease Prevention
and Treatment

Awareness Camp on =L

Non-communicable 2z}
Diseases

Rotary Club of Calcutta Avyanna in e S S
association with Cancer Foundation India, o
organised a Medical Awareness campaign
on NCDs (Non-communicable Diseases)
like Cancer, Hypertension, Diabetes &
Stroke. The event was held on 16 July 2022
at Kolkata Municipal Corporation’s
WARD 92, BOROUGH 10.
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LAUNCHES
& Healthy Cig

Club President, Rtn Sheela Janakiram, gave
an impassioned introduction to the local
attendees about the purpose of the event.
She was joined by Club Member & CFI
Director, Rtn Sutapa Biswas, in explaining
the key concerns about NCDs, to the
audience.

The event also had two Doctors from the
Corporation who sensitized the audience
about simple lifestyle changes to prevent
such life threatening diseases, categorised
as NCDs. The Councillor of Ward 92,
Ms. Madhuchanda Deb, was also present
at the event besides a representative from
the local PS.

The event was well received by the locals

and marked a healthy start to the Club’s B corc
'Healthy Me, Healthy City' series of health
projects.
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RMs 2022-23

The Year’'s 1st
and the Club’s 111t
Regular Meeting

20th of July 2022 was a special day indeed
as the the 6th President of Rotary Club of
Calcutta Avyanna, Rtn Sheela Janakiram,
held her 1st and the Club’s 111th Regular
Meeting!

Members  attended  with  renewed
enthusiasm. Structured plans were shared
by the Project Chairs and Co-Chairs!

A lot of activities have already been
initiated by the Club especially in the areas
of Health, Literacy and Environment. It was
really encouraging to listen to the future
course of action in these areas from
Rtn Soma Bhan, Rtn Sutapa Biswas,
Rtn Ananya Mukherjee and Rtn Shukti
Singh Roy .

Highlight of the evening was our illustrious
Guest Speaker, renowned PR Consultant
and Author  of  several books,
Ms Rita Bhimani, who shared interesting
tips on handling crisis in projects and
spoke about the need to be more vocal
and visible in the Media.

The Club also announced a collection of a
wholesome amount, raised from the
Horseshoe Community Economic
Development Project, showcased
recently at the Club’s own Installation and
also at the FICCI Khaadi event curated by
Rtn Vayjayanti Saharia Pugalia. All in all,
the evening marked a great start to an
action-packed Rotary Year 22-23!
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Supporting the
Environment

10000 Mangrove

Saplings Planted to
Save Coastal Areas

of the Sundarbans

Team Avyanna led by Club President
Rtn Sheela Janakiram, took on a Mega
Plantation Drive on 23 July 2022 at the Bali
island of the Sundarbans, West Bengal.
It was a major reforestation attempt with
the Club organising the Planting of 10000
Mangrove saplings in the area, to secure
the vulnerable embankments of the island.
It is undoubtedly the need of the hour
to contribute towards a healthier
environment and reduce carbon footprint.

The team of 6 Club volunteers - Rtn Dolon
Ganguly, Rtn Mita Walia, Rtn Shukti Singh
Roy, Rtn Shruti Singhania, Rtn Sutapa
Biswas and President Rtn Sheela
Janakiram, started out as early as 6:15 am
from Kolkata, braving the monsoon rains,
to reach Godhkhali point from where they
took a ferry up to Bali Island.

The team was greeted by the local women
involved in the plantation drive with
bougainvillea and madhobilata flower
bunches and chandan. The Members then
set the project into action by planting a
few saplings themselves, post which the
local women took over.

The Plantation Project of 10000 saplings
which was started on 23rd July 2022 was
completed in a phased manner by 26 July
2022 which coincided with WORLD
MANGROVE CONSERVATION DAY.

The series of recent cyclones in Bengal,
have washed away large parts of the

Sundarban mangroves and it was the
Club’s dream mission to rehabilitate the
areas. The members are excited to have
successfully completed the project.

The project was monitored by the local
Social worker, Prasenijit, of The Sundarban
Foundation, who regularly kept the Club
updated on the progress of the plantation.
with pictures, thereby making it a truly
seamless and satisfying endeavour!
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Disease Prevention
and Treatment

Weekly
Health
Webinars

HEALTH IS THE ULTIMATE WEALTH - the
weekly webinar series hosted by
Dr Alok Roy, Chairman Medica Hospitals,
continues to be a major draw. Supported
by The Bengal Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and Rotary Club of Calcutta
Avyanna, these webinars are held every
Saturday, from 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM and have
been touching upon common ailments to
critical diseases, helping several viewers
every week.

Webinar Doctors

from Medica Hospitals

Felicitated on

Doctors’ Day
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Health is

the ultimate

Wealth

A Weekly Webinar Series Hosted by
Dr Alok Roy, chairman

Rotary =<
Club of Calcutta Avyanna
Distict 3291

5.30pm - 6.30pm




PANAEHE iyt
Club of Calcutta Avyanna

District 3291

NEWS FROM ROTARY CLUB OF CALCUTTA AVYANNA

July - September 2022

Community Service

Avyannadaan for a
Healthier Generation Next

& | N ) j}a
S

It certainly was a high energy start to the
month of August, as members of Rotary
Club of Calcutta Avyanna took up the
distribution of 100 kgs of Jr Horlicks health
drink jars amongst children across two
zones in Kolkata!

The activity, which formed a part of the
Club’s AVYANNADAAN community service
project, was carried out on 1st August
2022, at Ward 85, 107 Manohar Pukur
Road. As many as 50 kgs of Jr Horlicks jars
were donated to children here. Local
Councillor and MLA, Shri Debasish Kumar,
kindly consented to be a part of the service
project in giving away the health drinks to
the little school children in the area. The
children were excited and very sweetly
thanked the Club Members.

Rotary 53¢ O MAGINE
Club of Calcutta Avyanna "+
District 3291

Avyannadaan

#ServiceAboveSelf

1st & 2nd August 2022

On 2nd August 2022, the members
reached EkTara school on Topsia Road
South, to distribute the remaining 50 kgs
of Jr Horlicks. It was a truly gratifying
experience to see the joy on the little faces!

The Club Members expressed their
gratitude and respect to Hindusthan Lever
Limited for their generosity in donating
100kgs of Jr Horlicks jars for a healthier
generation next.
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Celebrating 75th
Independence Day

Rotary

Club of Calcutta Avyanna
District 3291

Sharing the Spirit of Freedom
With the Less Fortunate

As the spirit of freedom and joy filled the
air on 15th August, 2022 India’s 75th
Independence Day - members of Rotary
Club of Calcutta Avyanna decided to
celebrate the day in a truly meaningful
way! The occasion also seemed perfect to
continue the Club’s Avyannadaan Project.

A team of Club members, led by President
Rtn Sheela Janakiram, gathered at
Ward 92, Kolkata, in the morning, where
they hoisted the national flag, along with
Ward Councillor, Ms Madhuchanda Deb,
and sang the National Anthem.

This was followed by distribution of sweets |
and snacks to the underprivileged people

of the Ward. The smile on their faces made
it a worthwhile project in expressing Unity
and Inclusiveness.

Azadl Ka
Amrit Mahotsav
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July - September 2022

Water & Sanitation

Controlling
Water Wastage

On 19 August 2022, Rotary Club of Calcutta
Avyanna took up a most urgently needed
initiative of stopping water wastage from
leaking taps around the city of Kolkata, in
line with the Rotary Water &
Sanitation Area of Focus.

The project was put into action along with
Team ‘Fix for Life’ within Ward 92 of the
city. Led by Club President Rtn Sheela
Janakiram, the team identified as many a
25 leaking public taps in the \ |
locality.

About 10 leaking taps were
fixed between 6:40am to ' ==
9:00am in the morning. i s i e e
.. f\g‘ 2 \ by fixing leaking rof
The remaining were fixed the - "4 4 3 o
next day. y . 7))\

The locals  were very |
grateful and  expressed
their appreciation. Kudos to .
RC of Cal Avyanna for
demonstrating how a small
and thoughtful action can
help save gallons of water.

IMAGINE
ROTARY
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Fundraiser Programme Club High“ghts

Joining a Fundraiser

i Awarded
E)? ﬁleded;,e acrﬁ"s; rrgrf Y Rotary International

Presidential Citation
for Year 2021-22

22 Aug 2022, saw Rotarians unite in a
musical fundraiser programme! The event
was organised to raise money for heart
surgery of the less privileged children of
the community. The evening was filled
with deep emotions and warmth as
renowned singers, including Usha Uthup
and Debojit Saha among others, paid their
tribute to the late and wonderfully
talented singer KK, as they sang his songs
to a packed auditorium.

2021-22 ROTARY CITATION
TRIBUTE TO

55% SERVETO
Rotary ‘ QCY/ CHANGE LIVES

Awarded to the Rotary Club of

for helping Rotary serve to change lives of people all over the world.

Rotary Club of Calcutta Avyanna was
felicitated as one of the Lead Hosts at the
event.

T
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The recognition was received by
Club President, Rtn. Sheela Janakiram
and Club Charter President, Rtn. Srabanee
Chakraborty.

Congratulations Team Avyanna and
Club President 2021-22, Rtn Apala Datta.

PRESENTS

RC of Cal Avyanna is probably one of the
few clubs to have received the prestigious
Rotary International President’s Citations
for 6 consecutive years from its year of
inception in 2017 till 2022.

RI Presidential Citation is an international
recognition and the highest form of
accreditation in Rotary. Kudos to all the
Presidents and the supportive members
for believing in it and achieving it.

Let's keep the Avyanna flag flying high!




District 3291

NEWS FROM ROTARY CLUB OF CALCUTTA AVYANNA

e pANINEHE ‘ Carcaeotary

July - September 2022

Club Fellowship

27th Aug
Bonding Over
Fellowship

Women of Action find time for some fun
too!

On the afternoon of 27th August 2022,
members of Rotary Club of Calcutta
Avyanna gathered for a lively
Fellowship - bonding over spicy Indian
chaats and curry.

P i =
] =
The delightful lunch was generously Q .2:!(
organised and sponsored by Club
Fellowship Chair, Rtn Sarmistha Das. The

members enjoyed themselves thoroughly.

Cheers to the warm camaraderie among |
the members. Together they look forward %
to doing more for the welfare of the [
community!
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Empowering Women

Menstrual Hygiene Awareness

with UNICEF India

On 28 Aug 2022, a group of members from
RC of Cal Avyanna set out for a much
needed Menstrual Hygiene & Awareness
Project, planned at a rural school by the
Club'’s very first RCC (Rotary Community
Corps) Shyamnagar, Ambika Pally, Gramin
Mahila Unnayan Samiti.

An educational AV made by UNICEF as part
of their WASH (Water, Sanitation &
Hygiene) programme, was played at the
spot for creating interest in the knowledge
being shared. The children not only
responded to the programme whole-
heartedly but also put up a lively dance
recital for the pleasure of the Club
Members.

MHS Project at
Bali, Sundarbans

The UNICEF supported Menstrual Hygiene
Awareness Project was carried through

further to Bali island of the Sunderbans,

by members of T
RC of  Cal =
Avyanna on 10 {4
Sept 2022.

Several  young
girls gathered at
the Sunderbans
Bijoynagar Disha
School for the
Workshop. Their
response and
participation was
spontaneous!

Members of RC of Cal Avyanna later
distributed free sanitary napkins amongst
the young girls present.

The Club looks forward to executing many
more such meaningful projects with their
RCC members in the future.

Rotary

Club of Calcutta Avyanna
District 3291

Workshop on
Mestrual Hygiene Awareness

Con 9u:!=d by:
unicef &

for every child

Organized by:

Rotary i
Club of Calcutta Avyanna
District 3291
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Environment Club Highlights

Inspiring Young /
Nature Lovers [ RM with a Purpose

Children from 'Ankur' & 'Unmesh’ /
Children's Groups, at Bali island in the
Sunderbans, were awarded by Club
members for nurturing and growing
the plants donated earlier by the Club.

The Club has been making sincere efforts
at rehabilitating the cyclone ravaged
embankments in this region.

Bags full of new Sarees were
generously donated for the
Durga Pujas by RC of Cal
Avyanna Members at the Club’s
Regular Meeting to SHER
(an NGO working for the people
at the Sunderbans).

The Sarees were distributed
amongst the less privileged
women in The Sunderbans.

i W'W%mﬁ'{s v
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Disease Prevention
and Treatment

Taking Steps to
Eliminate

On 4 September 2022, members of Rotary
Club of Calcutta Avyanna took up a
life-saving vaccination drive at Ward 92 of
Kolkata, as a step towards preventing
Cervical Cancer and spreading awareness
about this dreaded disease.

A simple HPV vaccine, administered
between the age of 11 to 26 years, can
eliminate the risk of Cervical Cancer to
which mostly women fall victim.

ervical Cancer

Around 37 adolescent girls of Ward 92
were vaccinated on the day of the
project, which was initiated by Cancer
Foundation of India, an NGO run by our
very own Club Service Project Committee
(Medical), Rtn Sutapa Biswas. The project
was, of course, supported spontaneously
by the Club members, led by President Rtn
Sheela Janakiram.

HPV Vaccination of Girls from the
Underprivileged Community of Ward 92,

CANCER FOUNDATION 0 {
F INDI.
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Rotary

Club of Calcutta Avyanna
District 3291
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Cervical Cancer Can Be
Eliminated by Vaccinating

HPV Vaccination of Girls e

from the Underprivileged Against HPV
Community of Ward 92.
An Initiative of Efﬁ ¥
CANCER FOUNDATION OF INDIA %q,,%w
Supported by Rota ry
Club of Calcutta Avyanna

District 3291

e

HPV Vaccination of
aderprivileged
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Basic Education and Literacy

Pilot Project of ‘Angrezi Medium’
turns out to be a huge success

Rotary Club of Calcutta Avyanna
accomplished the Pilot Project of
“Angrezi Medium” with great success!
It was truly exciting to connect with all the
young Mentors and listen to their
experiences in teaching Spoken English
Online to a group of less privileged
children from Bengal using the
‘Pathanam’ app and module.

The ‘Student-teach-Student’” method
adopted, worked wonders. All the 18
Mentors were recognised by the Club on
8 September 2022, International
Literacy Day, with a Certificate of
Excellence!

Each of the Mentees too were recognized
with a Certificate of Merit by their
individual Mentors on completion of their
course.

Angrezi Medium

Literacy Project

A big hand to Club Literacy Chair
Rtn Ananya Mukherjee and Literacy
Co-chair Rtn Swapna Mitra, for carrying out
the project seamlessly! Congrats to Club
President Sheela Janakiram and President
Elect Mandira Mukherjee and all the
members for supporting the Project
wholeheartedly!

Some of the beautiful results of the

recently completed ‘Angrezi Medium’
Literacy Project:

Angrezi Medium Literacy Prg

Angrezi Medium Literacy Prd

Angrezi Medium

Literacy Project

Rotary

Club of Calcutta Avyanna
District 3291

Angrezi Medium Literacy Prd

Angrezi Medium Literacy Prg
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Disease Prevention
and Treatment

Basic Life Support & Medical

Rotary

Club of Calcutta Avyanna
District 3291

Emergencies Workshop, with Medica Hospitals

Song Based On
Divine Tune Of
"Sangeetkar"

)

3 Basic
Life Support(BLS
2
Medical Emergencie

Workshop!

at
Abhinav Bharati School
Kolkata

Kolkata

12 SEPTEMBER

P Basic .

Life ‘J‘.\‘Jga"‘ (:1%9)

Medical 3%1-19 rgencies
Workshop:

at
Abhinav Bharati School I8
Kolkata

12 SERTEMBER
2022

Organised by,

Rotary | O
asgcoming: | —

Health Partner

s ecialty HospR@
_\TMEDf(ASupmp m!‘qw

KOLKATA a

The Basic Life Support & Medical
Emergencies workshop held on 12
September 2022 at Abhinav Bharati
School, was a learning experience for all
the teachers and support staff of the
School as well as for the members present.

The Project saw a good audience of more
than 65 people.

Dr. Indranil Das, Head of Emergency,
Medica Hospitals, was excellent with his
presentation.

It was a very interactive session and all
present were given training with help of
mannequins, on how to give CPR besides
other Basic Life Support situations.

The School Principal, Ms Sraboni Samanta,
was very happy and wished to have more
such workshops in the future.

A big hand to Rtn Soma Bhan, Club Service
Chair, for co-ordinating with Medica
Hospitals and arranging for this life saving
workshop.
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Joint Project

An Evening with Barkha Dutt
and Like-minded Rotarians

—

Rotary

RC of Cal Avyanna, RC of Cal
Chowrenghee, RC of Cal Mahanagar and
RC of Cal Mayfair came together on
17 September 2022, to host one of the
liveliest Joint Rotary Sessions. Highlight of
the event was an invigorating Live
dialogue with the eminent TV Journalist
and Author, Ms Barkha Dutt. The event
ended in warm Fellowship.

Award winning Journalid
Chronidl . sur tim

Rotary

' (utta Avyanna
Club of Calcut®
| mmh of Calcutta Chowrenghee
Rotory Calcutto Mahanagar
Rotory Club of Colcutta Mayfair
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Basic Education and Literacy

Sit & Draw Competition & Yoga Demo
Under the District Ee..Zz..eE School Project

A wonderful event was organised with the
help of the teachers and Principal & Club
IPP, Rtn Apala Datta, amongst the students
of Birla Bharati School.

The event included a Sit & Draw
Competition & Covid Education as well as
Yoga demonstration by the children, for
improved concentration.

The event was held by RC of Cal
Avyanna under the District Ee Zz eE
School Project.

PDG Mukul Sinha praised both the |
organisers and the participants of the
event.

b of Calcutta Avy
District :
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July - September 2022

Community Economic
Development

Polio Victims .
Receive Wheelchairs =

IMAGINE
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RC of Cal Avyanna donated wheelchairs to
two women who unfortunately are
afflicted by Polio and cannot walk at all.

One of the chairs was donated by our
Club while the other through Athreya
Charitable Trust.

Our Club’s Need Assessment Team did a
thorough job before we decided to
implement this project. The beneficiaries
were identified by BHOR, an NGO situated
in Jodhpur Park. Since mobility was a
challenge for the beneficiaries the
wheelchairs were handed over to their
relatives.
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Doty Sconomic Club Highlights
Hand-operated Tri-cycle
for the Physically-challenged Celebrating

Women with a
"Taste" for Success

Rotary Club of Calcutta Avyanna &
Athreya Charitable Trust donated a
Hand-operated Tri-cycle to Munnawar,
a physically-challenged man in
Kidderpore, who delivers milk to the
residents and shops in the locality for his
livelihood.

This will help in his mobility and aid him to
have a better quality of life.

The project was carried out under the
Club’s Avyannadaan initiative, wherein the
Club assesses the need of less privileged
individuals and tries to help them
lead a life of dignity.

RC of Cal Avyanna held an
RM with a difference on
17 September 2022. Executive
Chef Ishika Konar from Hyatt
Regency Kolkata, was invited
to share her success story.

The talk show was co-ordinated
by an equally illustrous woman
achiever, the renowned PR
Consultant and Author, Ms Rita
Bhimani, who is also an Hon'ry
member of the Club.

The evening was simply
awe-inspiring!
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Communicating Rotary

Article by
Sujit Sanyal
(Advertising Professional & Author )

E ver since the Rotary International
was formed in 1905, it has
delivered path breaking services to
humanity. And as the Rotary Founder, Paul
Harris had said, “Whatever Rotary may
mean to us, to the world it will be known
by the results it achieves”. True, they are
known for the results, be it Polio
Eradication or the running of a school for
the under privileged in a slum area.
However, there is a constant need to
communicate the community services
they have been providing to the
communities across the globe. This seems
to be area that needs serious focus
because while the various projects are
reported and discussed in detail inside the
Rotary, much needs to be done generate
awareness to the “publics” at large.

| remember almost two decades ago when
Rtn. Virender Jain was DG of Rotary District
3010, | was invited to breakfast at his
residence to discuss what can be done to
communicate Rotary. PDG Jain’s father
was a political leader in the post
independence era and therefore he was
politically well connected. | had suggested
to him to push for a Republic Day tableaux
on Republic Day, with the famous Polio
Drop and if all Districts in India pitched in,
it would be a big bash. Such ideas are

received with a round of applause but they
never see the light of the day. True, Rotary
would never spend money to “advertise”
in media, but with social media access
available to all communicating logistics
become easy. In fact, a number of RCs had
taken the initiative to develop their own
websites when we hit the www world.
Unfortunately, committees change and
many such websites are never renewed
since the new committee is not quite web
oriented and the efforts languish. The
same can be said about their presence in
social media. Sparks, flashes, but no
planned process and worse, the audience
are still Rotarians.

The task in hand is communicating with
the external audience and my suggestion
would be that all clubs must have a
Communication Cell as much as they have
a Membership, Project, Vocational Service,
Interactors, Rotaractors and such other
ministries. In US they also have a
Committee Member who looks after PR.

What should this team actually do? Adopt
the Swedish concept of GRC: Grass Route
Communication.

The team actually visits various “publics” in
their constituency (we know Rotary Clubs
don’t have a defined geographical area)
but the District can break up the governing
area in to constituencies and clubs made
responsible for the activities in that
designated area. They should have short
chat shows with different audiences, from
slum dwellers to students to even
housewives and over tea and snacks,
present to them the story of Rotary
Schools, Colleges, Sports Clubs, Banks,
Recreation Clubs even road shows at
street corners. Not a flash in the plan, but a
planned process, with dates,
responsibility. And all clubs should have a
budget to carry this out. Most importantly,
do it silently. During the Sunday Polio
period | often noticed many clubs turned it
in to a carnival of sorts and after marking
presence, car loads would hit the Bar.

There were exceptions and one such
Rotarian | would single out was the Late PP
Rtn M N Venkataraman from Delhi.

Rotary

Club of Calcutta Avyanna
District 3291

Tough call, but give it a thought. And that
way we can fight the perception that
Rotary is all about “self” service.

Let us create a society with better values.

Club Highlights

The Horseshoe

Project Continues to

be a Big Hit

25 wacine
O hen

Rotary
b of Colcyta Awara

The Horseshoe Project continues to win new
customers, and sell like hot cakes! A line-up of
exhibitions is planned for the coming months
which should all go to benefit the Cobbler

community in a large way.

A big hand for Usha di for the idea and kudos
to the members of RC of Cal Avyanna for
taking it up as a serious Community Economic

Development Project.
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CLUB COMMITTEE 2022-2023.
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PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT, IMMEDIATE PAST CHARTER PRESIDENT, PN & SECRETARY EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TREASURER

Sheela Janakiram  PRESIDENT ELECT & WOMEN PRESIDENT CLUB TRAINER Chandreyi Mitra & ROTARACT CHAIR Shromona Ghosh
EMPOWERMENT CO- CHAIR Apala Datta & PUBLIC IMAGE CHAIR Debjani Mukherjee
Mandira Mukherjee Srabanee Chakraborty

SERGEANT AT ARMS EDITOR & CLUB ADMIN CLUB ADMIN MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP THE ROTARY
Preeti Gupta BRANDING CHAIR CHAIR CO-CHAIR CHAIR CO-CHAIR FOUNDATION
Sumi Chaudhury Aarti Bajaj Puja Tandon Swagata Guha Sanhita Moulik CHAIR

Shruti Singhania

THE ROTARY WOMEN SERVICE PROJECT SERVICE PROJECT SERVICE PROJECT LITERACY LITERACY
FOUNDATION EMPOWERMENT CHAIR & CHAIR COMMITTEE MEDICAL  COMMITTEE NON-MEDICAL CHAIR CO-CHAIR
CO-CHAIR PUBLIC IMAGE CO-CHAIR Soma Bhan Sutapa Biswas & INTERACT CHAIR Ananya Mukherjee Swapna Mitra
Sudarshana Gangulee Rajlakshmi Mohan Aparna Banerjee

1

ENVIRONMENT ENVIRONMENT INTERACT ROTARY COMMUNITY ~ ROTARY COMMUNITY ROTARACT EVENTS
& POLIO CHAIR CO-CHAIR CO-CHAIR CORE (RCC) CHAIR CORE (RCC) CO-CHAIR CO-CHAIR CHAIR
Shukti Singh Roy Dolon Ganguly Dia Bose Uma Mitra Roshni Bhattacharya Dola Mukherjee Vayjayanti Pugalia

77 |
FELLOWSHIP FELLOWSHIP CSR & MUMBAI
CHAIR CO-CHAIR PROJECT CHAIR
Sarmishta Roy Debapriya Mukherjee Moushumee Garg
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THE FOUR-WAY TEST
of the things we think, say or do
. W

Is it the TRUTH? Is it FAIR to all concerned?
B] 4
Will it build GOODWILL & Will it be BENEFICIAL
BETTER FRIENDSHPS? to all concerned?

juLY BORN

23rd
Srabranee Chakraborty

| believe that diversity, equity, and
inclusion ... begins at the top and for A U G U S T B O R N
us to realize growth in female

membership and members under the 1 Oth
age of forty — these demographics S m ita Ag arwa I
need to see their own reflection in
leadership. | will champion double- 11th
digit growth in both categories while o o
never losing sight of our entire family. Raj I a ks h mi M o h an
23 rd
JENNIFER JONES
rznoszszl_nzi;n, ROTARY INTERNATIONAL Ba rs h a Kh att ry
28th
Sutapa Biswas
3 ‘I st
IMAGINE Vayjayanti Pugalia
ROTARY
B SEPTEMBER BORN
Rotary {5<F 12th
Club of Calcutta Avyanna ¥+
District 3291 Teesta
2 'I nd

Chandreyi Mitra

Ear-marking every
Rotary Area of
Service to help
build a happier
community.




